
BUCKS COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL AUTHORITY

MINUTES

September 13, 2010

  

The regular meeting of the Bucks County Technical School Authority was held on
September 13, 2010, in Room K110 at the Technical High School.  The meeting was
called to order by  Chairperson, Michael Binder, at 7:04 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT

Edward Bailey, Morrisville Al Champion, Bensalem
Michael Binder, Neshaminy William Keenan, Bristol Township
Susan DeRosier, Bristol Township Alice Polomchak, BristolTownship
Gasper Favoroso, Bristol Borough Joseph Szafran, Bensalem
Rita Geddes, Neshaminy
Adele Governatore, Pennsbury
Arlene Goulding, Pennsbury
Cecelia Murphy, Pennsbury
George Seymour, Bensalem (arrived at 7:14 p.m.)
Kevin Yeingst, Neshaminy

ALSO PRESENT

Edward Rudolph, Rudolph Clarke and Kirk, LLC
Leon Poeske, Acting Administrative Director
Sharon Rendeiro, Business Administrator (arrived at 8:05 p.m.)
Nancy Durkan, Bucks County Technical School Authority, Executive Assistant
Michael Gaspar, Bucks County Technical School Facilities Manager

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Mr. Binder asked for a moment of silence.
      
APPROVAL OF MINUTES     A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mrs.
Murphy, that the reading of the Minutes of the previously held meeting on May 3, 2010
be dispensed with and that they be approved as previously distributed.   The motion
was approved with Mr. Favoroso abstaining (8 aye, 0 nay, 1 abstained).    

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT    Leon Poeske, Administrative Director,
reported that a “soft opening” for the 9th grade students was held the day before the
upper class students started and it was received with favorable results.

Dr. Poeske that last year students took the NOCTI test and had scored 82% proficient
in their technical areas, however, the school did not make AYP.  This year will be year
2 of the school improvement plan.  Dr. Poeske said that the school has approximately
30% special education population and those students are held to the same standard.
Mrs. Geddes stated she felt school progress tests for technical schools should have
more emphasis on the test scores in their technical areas.         

Dr. Poeske referred to the infrared roof scan report prepared by Elk River Industries
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previously distributed and stated the repair estimates were on page 12.  Mr. Gaspar,
Facilities Manager, stated he felt that the skylights should be repaired separately.  Mr.
Binder stated that he had gone on the roof and said the skylights needed major
repairs.

(Mr. Seymour entered the meeting.)

Dr. Poeske referred to the two (2) quotes for engineering services received from
William Major Associates and MAIDA Engineering for concrete work.  Mr. Rudolph
stated that these costs were only estimates and he recommended if an award was
being made tonight, it should be for a “not to exceed” cost.  Mr. Binder questioned the
proposal received from Seeler Consulting and Dr. Poeske clarified that this proposal
was for professional services for the emergency generator backup.  Dr. Poeske stated
that both he and Mrs. Rendeiro recommended putting this project on hold until the
roof repairs and concrete work were taken care of.  Mrs. Murphy said she
recommended moving forward with the roof repairs and Mrs. Geddes stated that the
sidewalks were needed for the sake of student’s safety.   

Roof Repairs Project:       A discussion took place regarding the Elk River Industries
report and it was decided that it should be three (3) separate projects: sheds
(outbuildings), skylights and the roof.  Members discussed if the Elk River Industries
report was adequate for bid specifications, or would actual specs have to be drawn
up.  Also discussed was the need to bid the repairs, if the three projects were done
separately, as some of the estimates provided by Elk River listed on page 12 of their
report was under the $10,000 bidding threshold, therefore, only three (3) quotes would
be needed.  Mr. Rudolph stated that if the quotes came in over the $10,000 threshold,
he could defend not bidding them as the Elk River Industries report was our estimates.
In conclusion, Mr. Binder directed Mr. Gaspar to contact a few roofers to look at the
roof and look at the report to give a better idea of what was needed.  Mrs. Geddes
suggested that Mr. Gaspar prioritize the sections.  Mr. Gaspar was asked to bring more
information to the October Authority meeting.

Sidewalks/Concrete Project:      A discussion took place regarding using William Major
Associates or MAIDA Engineering.  Dr. Poeske said that MAIDA needed the school to
provide CAD drawing files to draw up the specs, which the school did not have.  Mrs.
Durkan stated that the original architect, Faridy, may have them, but there would
probably be a cost involved.  Dr. Poeske stated that both he and Mrs. Rendeiro
recommended using William Major Associates as they were local, had done work for
the school before and they did not require CAD drawings.  Members also discussed
the three (3) phases of services proposed by Major Associates: Plans and
Specification Phase ($9,500); Bidding Phase ($1,500) and Construction Phase ($5,500).
Dr. Poeske recommended having them perform all three (3) phases.  Members
decided to have them provide the Plans and Specification and Bidding Phases and
would re-visit having them provide services for the Construction Phase once the bids


